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Leesburg Approves Site Plan for New Community Center  

and Announces Construction Schedule 
 

LEESBURG, Fla – On Monday, December 11, 2017, the Leesburg City Commission passed another milestone by approving the 

proposed Leesburg Community Center Site Plan, which is part of the Venetian Gardens Master Plan-Phase III improvements.    

Previously, the Leesburg City Commission approved a design concept for a new, one-story, 20,700 square foot Community 

Center.  The new Leesburg Community Center will consist of a lobby, meeting rooms and a grand ballroom – with a 485 person 

seating capacity.   

 

With the action taken on December 11, Dozier Circle will be reconfigured, allowing the new facility to have improved views of 

Lake Harris, an outdoor covered porch with bridge connection to Martin Luther King Island, drive-through access to the front 

lobby, additional parking and attractive landscaping throughout the area.  Further, as the City Commission works to make 

Venetian Gardens a destination point for events, entertainment and recreation, the new plan calls for two pad-ready restaurant 

sites along the Lake Harris basin shoreline with docks and public walkways.  
 

The estimated budget for the Community Center project is $6.3 million.  The financial plan to bring these improvements to 

fruition has been a pay-as-you-go policy, allocating cash towards projects that will enhance the ambience of our community.  

These improvements are all part of a mixed-use Master Plan developed with public input received during the summer of 2014.  
 

As construction activities begin, the City Commission also announced the construction schedule for the Community Center.  In 

an effort to inform the public about the project and avoid conflicts, the construction schedule is as follows: 
 

� May 2018 - Complete All Construction and Site Plans 

� May 2018 - Advertise for Construction 

� August 2018  - Award a Construction Contract Award  

� Mid - August 2018 – Start Construction 

� August 30, 2018 - Close Venetian Gardens Pool 

� October 1, 2018 - Close Existing Community Center 

� July 4, 2019 - Grand Opening of New Community Center 
 

“We will strive to keep the public informed while minimizing disruptions,” said City Manager, Al Minner.   “The new Community 

Center is an exciting part of the Venetian Gardens Master Plan that aims to transform and take more advantage of one of 

Leesburg’s jewels.”  
 

The City plans to keep the existing Community Center open for events and normal activity until September 30, 2018.  In order 

to prepare the site, demolish the old building and increase construction speed, event scheduling will end on October 1, 2018 

and the existing building will close to the public.   For scheduling information and assistance in finding alternative locations, 

contact the Leesburg Recreation Department at (352) 728-9885. 
 

Leesburg is a progressive city of more than 21,000 residents in northwest Lake County. The city government serves twice as 

many people with its electric, gas, water, wastewater and fiber-optic public utilities. Leesburg also is a central hub for commerce, 

attracting 50,000 people to work each weekday. For more information, visit www.leesburgflorida.gov. 
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